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FRIENDS OF THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST. GILES THE ABBOT
Farnborough, Kent
TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT
The Charity is the Friends of the Parish Church of St. Giles the Abbot, usually known as the Friends of St. Giles the Abbot, or the Friends of St. Giles.
The Charity commenced on 9th May 1996 by the adoption of a constitution that day, which was subsequently amended on 10th November 1996, in order to meet the requirements of the Charity Commission and further amended on 21st October 1999, 17th October 2002 and 20 October 2011.  
The Charity Commission registration number is 1059427.

The Charity is incorporated as a body and membership thereof is obtained by payment of an annual fee.  The Trustees consist of honorary officers and an executive committee as laid down in the constitution.  At the present date they are as follows:

President:


Revd. Matthew Hughes as Incumbent of the

Benefice of St. Giles the Abbot, Farnborough
Honorary Vice



President:


Revd. Graham Shaw
Chairman:


Julia Hoadley
          Treasurer:


Roger Allard
Secretary:


V Susan Ellis
Officers:


Mrs Valerie H Bailey

                                         Christopher Hillier

                                         Molly Richardson

                                         Nicholas Wilkins

The registered address of the Charity is 2 Partridge Drive, Orpington, Kent BR6 8PE.
The Bankers are: Santander UK plc, 2 Triton Square, Regent’s Place,                 London NW1 3AN.
The constitution contains no specific restriction upon the way in which the Charity can operate or any specific investment powers.

The sole governing document of the Charity is the constitution referred to above and it defines the object of the charity as follows:  “The Friends is established for the public benefit to beautify and assist in the maintenance of the fabric and furnishings of the Parish Church of St. Giles the Abbot Farnborough in the Diocese of Rochester and its churchyard (hereinafter together called the church) and to preserve and protect them as a place of Christian worship and reverence.”
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No specific policies have had to be adopted in order to further the objects and there have been no material changes in the policies since the formation of the Charity.  The Charity is organised by the members electing an executive committee together with the appointment to the committee of an Incumbent of the Benefice of St. Giles the Abbot Farnborough and one of the two churchwardens of the Parish as members ex-officio. There was a change of churchwardens at the Annual Parochial Church meeting in April 2018 but neither of the two new churchwardens has as yet been appointed to the committee.    

The accompanying accounts summarise the achievements of the Charity and also indicate the various fundraising events which have been held.  Since March fund raising has been curtailed due to the coronavirus restrictions.  No event has occurred which might affect the Charity or the area in which it works

The Charity is entirely dependent upon the services of unpaid volunteers and receives facilities by way of use of the Parish Church and the Church Centre with minimum payment.

It is confirmed that the Charity’s assets and investments are readily available but it is not yet felt that they are adequate to fulfil the obligations of the Charity in the event of the Parochial Church Council (PCC) requesting any major assistance.  In September 2017 the PCC accepted the Friends’ offer to fund a feasibility study into whether it is possible to install a toilet in the church.  The appointed architect made a presentation to the PCC in May 2018 showing it would be possible to provide toilets at the church in an extension out from the north transept.  Discussions continue to be ongoing as to the future of the St Giles Centre and in that context where best to provide toilets for church use.  If toilets are to be provided at the church then the Friends have offered to make a substantial contribution to the cost.
During the year the St. Giles Parochial Church Council agreed to install two further bells in the church tower increasing the number from six to eight.  The Friends have made a donation of £2500 towards the cost.  One of the bells will be in memory of Stan Eperon, our founder Chairman, who sadly died earlier this year and it will be engraved with his name.  He had been a very active member of the Friends for many years and a keen supporter of everything the Friends were doing.
During the year the Charity has not formed any relation with any other charities or organisations.
Mr David Herridge, a retired Fellow Member of the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants, has very kindly examined the 2019/20 accounts and his certificate is attached.
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Julia Hoadley








                     Chairman
