
ST. GILES THE ABBOT, FARNBOROUGH 
LENT, HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 2019 

 
 

Welcome to this year's Lent, Holy Week and Easter programme at St. Giles. 
 
I hope we will be able to travel together through this special time that we might celebrate together 
our Lord’s Resurrection on Easter Day. 
 
Lent is a time that is given to us by the church to allow us to pause amidst busy and distracted 
lives so we can once again renew our commitment to Christ; strengthen the disciplines and 
priorities of love through fasting; actively remember the poor and disadvantaged through acts of 
kindness and generosity; and deepen our communion with Christ through prayer, study, worship 
and the regular receiving of Holy Communion.  To this end I commend our Lent Study Groups to 
you along with the Lent book and the special services which will take place during Lent and Holy 
Week. 
 

MUSIC 
Music plays a vital and life enhancing part in the life and worship of St. Giles. 

Please note that for much of Lent our Church organ will be under repair and so our hymns will be 
accompanied by the piano, and our anthems on the same or unaccompanied.  It is hoped that the 
work will be completed before Holy Week and Easter.  If not then a digital organ will be hired that 
we may fully offer the planned music on Good Friday and Easter Day.  Deo Gratias! 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY - MARCH 6th 
8.15 p.m. Holy Communion, with Imposition of Ashes and Penitential rite (BCP) 

Anthem:  Lord for thy tender mercy’s sake - Richard Farrant. 
Preacher:  The Revd. Stephen Broadie, Associate Rector. 
(Please let me have your last year's Palm crosses either 

 via the Church or the Rectory, thank you.  Matthew) 
 

MOTHERING SUNDAY - MARCH 31st 
10.00 a.m.  All Age Worship and Parade Service 

Guest speaker:  tbc 
Anthem:  For the Beauty of the Earth - John Rutter. 

 
Refreshments after the service, in Church grounds weather permitting. 

 

 (There will be no 11.15 a.m. Mattins) 
 

LENT COURSE 
‘THE FIRE’ 

Mistakes, doubt, faith and hope - a five week study on the life of St. Peter 
 
Please join one of our Parish study groups, details will be posted on a flip chart in the porch of the 
Church. 
 
The course will conclude with an open air service of Holy Communion around a fire in the Rectory 
garden on Monday 15th April at 7.30 p.m., refreshments will be served afterwards.  Do try and 
attend this service if you are part of a study group as it will be designed to provide a meaningful 
conclusion to the course.   There will be a separate sheet for you to sign on the porch notice board 
if you can attend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENING SERMONS 
To tie in with the subject of our Lent course a series of sermons will be preached on 1 Peter. 

 
Sunday March 10th 

‘Who, why, were and when'. 
An introduction to 1 Peter Chapter 1 

Preacher:  The Rector 
Sunday March 17th 

Stones, Priests, Kings and Criminals. 
1 Peter Chapter 2 

Preacher: The Revd. Stephen Broadie, Associate Rector 
 

Sunday March 24th 

Marriage, love, beauty and displaced souls! 
1 Peter Chapter 3 

  Preacher: Chris Hallett 
 

Sunday March 31st  
1 Peter Chapter 4 

Preacher:  tbc 
 

Sunday April 7th 

‘Farewells and final thoughts’ 
1 Peter Chapter 5 

Preacher:  The Archdeacon of Bexley and Bromley 
The Venerable Dr. Paul Wright 

 

LENT BOOK 
tbc 

 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 
 

PALM SUNDAY 
Normal rota of services which will include blessing of the Palms. 

 
MONDAY APRIL 15th 

Service of Holy Communion around the fire. 
Rectory Garden 7.30 p.m. Bread and soup served afterwards. 

(If bad weather then under canvas in the garden) 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY - APRIL 18th 
8.00 p.m. Sung Holy Communion. Preacher:  The Rector. 
Anthem:  Awake, alone in Gethsemane - Mary Mcdonald 

9.15 p.m.–12.00 p.m. Vigil before the Altar of repose - 
please sign the rota in the porch if you are able to attend for a period of time, or just turn up! 

12.00 Midnight Compline. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY - APRIL 19th 
10.00 a.m.  All Age Family Service followed by Stations of the Cross in the churchyard. 

Concludes with refreshments and hot cross buns around an open fire. 
12.00 noon-1.00 p.m. 

Litany of the Cross with hymns 
2.00p.m. -3.15 p.m. 
Stainer's Crucifixion 

 
HOLY SATURDAY 

Decorating the Church for Easter Day 
 



EASTER DAY 
6.00 p.m. Dawn Eucharist 

(begins in the Church and concludes in churchyard) 
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP) 

9.45 a.m. Family Communion and raising of the floral cross (please bring your flowers with you) 
Anthem: This Joyful Easter Tide 

11.30 a.m.  Holy Communion (BCP) 
6.30 p.m.  Choral Evensong 
Followed by refreshments 

Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis - Brewer in D 
Anthem:  Hear My Prayer  - Felix Mendelssohn 

includes ‘O for the Wings of a Dove’ 
Preacher: The Revd. Diana Coutts 

(tbc) 
 

POST EASTER RETREAT - SATURDAY APRIL 27th 
Theme: ‘God’s little springtime’ 

1 Corinthians 15 
Burrswood Retreat House, Groombridge, Kent. 

Leave St. Giles Centre at 9.00 a.m., return by 4.30 p.m. 
Please sign list in porch of Church - Max. 24 people 

 
I commend all of this to you in the name of our Lord and I hope that you will find your observance 
of Lent, Holy Week and Easter a deeply enriching and uplifting experience that will enable you to 
grow in your knowledge of Christ within the Love of God and the fellowship of Holy Spirit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


